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Rocky Mountaineer—Canadian Rockies Train Trip
During the first week of October, Geoff
and I were lucky enough to experience
the Rocky Mountaineer Goldleaf Service
from Vancouver to Banff. This was a
bucket list trip for both of us and it far
exceeded all our expectations.
The Rocky Mountaineer is an iconic
Canadian rail experience that combines
luxury with the majesty of the Canadian
Rockies. In addition to an outdoor
viewing area, each coach has a glass
dome that ensures panoramic views of
the stunning scenery. With the Goldleaf
Service, each coach has its own chef
and private dining area. The food focuses on locally inspired cuisine which was simply
amazing.
The train travel occurs during the day, there are no
overnights on the train. We stayed in hotels in
Vancouver, Kamloops and Banff. Rocky Mountaineer
makes it extremely easy by handling bags (in room
delivery and pick up) and transfers – we literally
didn’t have to think about a thing! We just settled
into our heated lounge seats, watched the
spectacular scenery and enjoyed the cuisine. The
“hosts” dedicated to our coach shared stories about
the early railroad, the geography of the area and
also pointed out the grizzlies and other wildlife on
the side of the tracks. Because we traveled in early
October, we were treated to an early snowstorm
that amplified the views out the domed windows.
We loved our experience on the Rocky Mountaineer
and would highly recommend this experience. There
are two service options on every Rocky Mountaineer
trip – Goldleaf and Silverleaf. Give us a call if you’re
interested or have questions.
Visit our Website at www.bonvoyagebt.com

Geoff’s Corner
Group Travel
We love putting together group travel
opportunities at Bon Voyage. We find it’s an
excellent way to explore the world with clients
that quickly become friends. There’s nothing
like experiencing something new together to
build friendships.

Updated Flights Only Policy at Bon Voyage
From time to time, we get requests to book
flights for our clients without a hotel, car,
tour package etc. attached to it. When this is
the case, we charge a fee for the flights. We
have amended our “flight only” policy as
follows:
•

We started with one small group to Ireland in
2017. We had such a good time that from
there we’ve gone on a Norway Northern Lights
cruise adventure, New Zealand, and an
•
upcoming safari to Africa. We’ve put together
groups for women, for people interested in
culinary endeavors, and cruised the Rhine and
Rhone rivers. Every trip and group has its own
unique personality and we’ve been so lucky to
share in these experiences.

We will only book major carriers. We
have found this provides the most reliable
experience for our clients. While we
cannot predict issues with airlines in
advance, we have found the major
carriers to be more amenable to working
with unexpected issues.
We are not paid by the airlines to book
flights. Thus, our fee structure for
booking “flight only” is:
$50/per person/booking for
domestic flights
$75/per person/booking for
international flights

In 2020 our two groups are full; however, we
• If the flights are part of a larger travel
have some exciting opportunities in 2021. We
experience including hotels, car, etc.
are in the process of planning a river cruise on
there is NO charge for booking a flight.
the Seine in May of 2021. If you’ve ever
wanted to see Normandy or like good jazz, then
this is a trip for you. Look for more information
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
coming soon. Our second group trip is a
culinary cruise on Oceania. This is a small ship TSA Pre√ - Appleton International Airport
cruise line (684 passengers) that is known for
February 3rd—7th
its on-board culinary experience. We will be
————–————–——-————————
departing from Monte Carlo and finishing in
Travel Series at the Neenah Public Library
Venice, stopping along the way in Croatia and
Presented by Bon Voyage Boutique Travel
Sardinia among other ports. The dates for this
The History of Cruising
cruise are August 4 – 14, 2021.
February 6th — 6:30pm (Cindy)
Also, in the works for 2021 is another women’s
trip. The destination has not been decided, but
I have it on good authority that the French
Riviera is a strong contender.
If you have ideas for a group trip or have a
group you’d like to travel with, please give us a
call. We’d love to work with you!

New Zealand, Yes It’s That Beautiful
March 5th — 6:30pm (Geoff)
————–————–——-————————
Warm Your Hearts
February 8th — 10:00am to 3:00pm
———–———–———-—————————
Ultimate Ladies Day
April 25th — 9:00am to 4:00pm

Visit our Website at www.bonvoyagebt.com

BON VOYAGE & CHEF JEFF
TRAVELED TO ITALY
More and more people are looking for travel opportunities that are immersive and offer an
authentic regional experience. Culinary travel is one of the top 10 travel trends for 2020 and
one of the best ways to get an authentic cultural experience is by eating and drinking! This
past year, Bon Voyage Boutique Travel teamed up with local chef, Jeff Igel, and took a group
of 32 food and wine enthusiasts to Italy. The group spent two nights in Rome where they
enjoyed tours of the ancient capital along with a local food tour and a pasta making class.
They then journeyed to Tuscany where they spent 5 nights in a villa nestled in the hills. The
group took day trips, learned to cook Tuscan delicacies, and sampled some of the best
Chianti wine around.
In June of 2020, Chef Jeff and Bon
Voyage have again teamed up to
sample the best that Paris and
Southern France has to offer. The
group will spend 2 nights in Paris, 4
nights in Lyon, and 4 nights in Aix-enProvence. Some of the activities include
shopping in the local market and
cooking with those fresh ingredients,
visiting a truffle farm, and visiting
several wineries in the Cote de Rhone
region! If you’d like to join this group,
there are still a few spots left.
What’s after Italy and France? Well, Chef Jeff and the Bon Voyage team are already starting
to book the next culinary adventure for 2021! This group Mediterranean cruise, beginning in
Monte Carlo and ending in Venice, is a “small ship” cruise (684 passengers total) onboard the
Nautica, part of the Oceania fleet. Oceania is known for their incredible onboard cuisine. We
will also be arranging excursions off the ship in some of the ports like Sardinia, Sicily, and
Croatia! The dates for this amazing cruise are August 4th-14th, 2021. Give us a call or stop in
to find out more about our culinary travels!

UPCOMING GROUP TRIPS
2020

2021

May 1—10

Women Who Wander, Ireland
(Full)

May 18—28

African Safari (Full)

June 18—28 Southern France Culinary Trip with
Chef Jeff

May

Jazz Themed River Cruise

August 4—14 Mediterranean Culinary cruise
with Chef Jeff
TBD

Women Who Wander

Visit our Website at www.bonvoyagebt.com

HELPFUL TRAVEL TIPS
Be Health Smart Overseas
A little preparation can make all the difference
1. Register: STEP (Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program) is a free service that registers
American citizens with local U.S. embassies in
the country where they are traveling. Travelers
then receive alerts on safety conditions, civil
unrest, large-scale disease outbreaks, and
inclement weather, and will be accounted for in
the event of a disaster.

• Decongestants: Sudafed tablets and nasal

sprays reduce fluid and mucus build-up that
lead to stuffy ears and sinus problems.

• Pain relievers: ibuprofen, acetaminophen, or

naproxen.

• Allergy remedies: Claritin and Zyrtec are

popular choices.

2. Visit a travel health clinic: Make an appointment
with a Travel Health Specialist or one of the
CDC’s designated Travel Clinics, which will
identify and schedule recommended inoculations
and medications to bring. If you have been sick
recently, ask the doctor to write you a
prescription to bring along as a precaution in the
event of a recurrence.

• Diarrhea medicine: Loperamide, Lomotil, or

Imodium, and an antibiotic if risk is moderate
to high.

• Antibacterial ointment.
• Throat lozenges and lip balm to help

counteract the effects of dry airplane air.

• Hand sanitizer.

3. Prepare your travel health kit—here’s a short list:

• Toothbrush cover and extra toothbrushes.

• Motion sickness meds: Sea-Bands and

Dramamine (both over-the-counter) or
Transderm Scop (patch behind the ear;
prescription needed).

• Snooze meds: Prescription Ambien or over-the-

counter Dramamine or Benadryl are most
popular. Many are switching to the more
natural melatonin.

4. Have an exit strategy: Stuff happens.
Familiarize yourself with the health resources at
your travel destination: hospitals, pharmacies,
etc. How will you get home if you are seriously
injured or ill? Our recommendation is to make
sure that you have travel insurance before you
leave home.

Source: The Saturday Evening Post magazine November/December 2019 issue

Geoff & Cindy’s Favorite Photos
Umbrellas in Nice

Tina was a big hit
as Max the dog!

Live Mannequin Exhibit 2019
Bon Voyage does The Grinch

Visit our Website at www.bonvoyagebt.com

Stunning View of
Lake Louise

